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Is drinking out of control at Bates?
College report details
rise in “pre-partying”
and property damage
By MATT EPSTEIN
News Editor
Chase Hall - Ask upperclassmen about the
social situation at Bates and many will remi¬
nisce about the “good old days.” Back when
the lounges of Page Hall were filled with
people every weekend, when student orga¬
nizations were happy to sponsor alcohol fu¬
eled campus-wide events that were consis¬
tently profitable.
Those days, however, are gone. At the
insistence of the State of Maine, alcohol poli¬
cies were changed last year to comply with
the law. No longer can a keg be blueslipped,
tapped, and the campus invited in to drink
as much as possible for a fixed price.
Starting last fall, all campus-wide par¬
ties required the presence of a caterer with
a liquor license to serve alcohol. With the
caterers charging as much for two drinks as
the admission price to many of the old par¬
ties, campus-wide parties died out quickly
after the start of the semester.
However, the decrease in large scale
partying has been countered by a troubling
rise in other forms of drinking on and off the
Bates campus.
Upperclassmen are socializing more at
off-campus parties and bars, where there is
less of a safety net if something goes wrong,
and where students are more likely to drive
while drunk.
On campus, there has been a growing
amount of “pre-partying.” Students congre¬
gate in smaller groups, in private rooms,
drinking more, earlier in the evening. This
has brought with it a host of new issues to
be addressed, as outlined in May’s Joint Com¬
mission on Alcohol Report to the President
of Bates College.
The report, un¬
der assembly since March 1996, details the
status of alcohol consumption on the Bates
campus today. It paints a disturbing picture
of binge drinking that is being mirrored at
most of the nations colleges and universities,
according to a national study released last
week from the Harvard School of Public
Heath.
“The vast majority of college students
consume alcohol on a regular basis, despite

Drinking and study, the life ofaBatsie?
state, local and institutional prohibitions
against the practice for those under the age
of 21. These conditions most certainly ob¬
tain at Bates,” states the Joint Commission’s
report.
“Drinking this year is much more se-

“The social norms here really do give
students license to drink exessively and to
act irresponsibly.
”

Peter H. Taylor, Assistant Dean of Students
cretive and done behind closed doors. There
is less of a propensity for friends to look af¬
ter friends as everyone is drinking excess
sively [unlike at the old all-campus parties]
and quickly to make sure they are drunk.”
“Campus social life is much more
stratified by class and among smaller groups,
resulting in less class mixing.... As a result
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has come a host of secondary effects which
have been traditionally associated with al¬
cohol consumption, but were more prominent
last year, and are seen to be on the rise na¬
tionally as well, as indicated in the Harvard
report.
“The second-hand effects of binge
drinking continue at the same high levels. In

1997, the vast majority of non-binge drink¬
ing students are negatively affected by the
disruptive behavior of binge drinkers. The
study reports that four out of five students
(78.8 percent) who were not binge drinkers
and who lived on campus experienced at
least one second-hand effect of binge drink¬
ing, such as being the victim of an assault or
an unwanted sexual advance, having prop¬
erty vandalized, or having sleep or study in¬
terrupted.”
On the Bates campus, the situation is
in line with the rest of the nation. “Dorm
damage was up 40% last year,” said Assis¬
tant Dean of Students Peter Taylor. “This is
troubling to the college.”
Continued Taylor: “the social norms
here really do give students license to drink
excessively and to act irresponsibly.”
“Now groups of friends are scattered
around campus, making it more difficult for
friends to be present and intervene when
necessary [for each other’s safety],” adds
Continued on page 2

Editor's note

New steps and new rules
News, Page 2

there is no upperclass ‘guidance’ on how to
drink and at what levels. Wlie'n upperclass
students are present, the tone and atmo¬
sphere of parties is less focused on exces¬
sive drinking.”
With this change in types of drinking
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Quote of the week:
“They send you off to college to gain a little
knowledge, but all you want to do is learn
how to score.” - Jimmy Buffet, “Pencil Thin
Mustache.”
©1998 The Bates Student. All Rights Reserved.

Readers of The Bates Student should
be aware of a few changes. First and fore¬
most each issue will run in color on the first
and last page, as well as the two center
pages. The center pages are named, appro¬
priately enough, The Center Section.
The Center Section will feature, on a
. rotating basis, the Sports, Style and Forum
sections. Not only showcasing those sections
with color, but by also placing them in a more
prominent position within the paper.
The Features and Arts sections have
been consolidated. This new section, named
Style, will provide features and articles remi¬
niscent of the previous sections while stream¬
lining the appearance of the newspaper.
Readers should also note the changes
in the Letters to the Editor policy. Letters
citing multiple authors will not be published

unless a duplicate copy of the letter is at¬
tached containing the signature of each au¬
thor. In addition to reviewing letters for
style, length and clarity, the editorial board
wiU also determine whether or not a letter
is malicious in its intent. A letter determined
to be malicious will not be published.
The circulation has been expanded in
order to provide the surrounding commu¬
nity with access to the newspaper. Readers
outside of the college campus are encour¬
aged to submit editorials and letters.
As always, the editorial board of The
Bates Student welcomes any and aU com¬
ments or suggestions.
Sincerely,
Shawn R O’Leary
Editor-in-Chief
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Continued from page 1

For more serious problems, the admin¬
istration has made some changes in the way
the Joint Commission’s Summary Report for
security will deal with parties and distur¬
Focus Groups.
bances this year.
The increase in alcohol related prob¬
Blue-slipped parties will be visited
Percentage of students who are binge drinkers (5 drinks in
lems and the health issues that alcohol con¬
more frequently by Security officers. A
a row for men, 4 for women):
sumption itself raises are what prompted the
checklist will be provided for the officers to
May report, and the suggestions that it
evaluate any violations that they witness.
42.7%, up from 44.1% in 1993
makes for the college in the future.
Minor problems will be corrected and the
Percentage of binge drinkers who “drank to get drunk:”
The primary goal is to transform the
party reinspected later. For major violations,
“social norms” of the campus towards more
such as sale of alcohol without a license, par¬
52%, up from 39%
constructive behavior.
ties will be terminated.
Binge drinkers who experienced five or more alcohol
Aside from “themed” parties, such as
For dealing with individual misbehav¬
related
problems:
the All-College Gala, most all-campus par¬
ior, a new “three strikes” policy is being
ties were ill attended last year. Those that
implemented. On the first offense, a warn¬
19.8%,~up from 16.2%
saw significant crowds, such as the Gala,
ing will be issued, and the student Will havePercentage of binge drinkers who drove after drinking:
were mostly non-alcoholic events where the
a conference with a dean.
major attraction was music, or anything
On the second, another warning will
35.8%, up from 31.7%
other then drinking.
be issued, and a service or educational obli¬
Percentage of binge drinkers who are “frequent binge
By encouraging more of these events,
gation can be assigned. The Dean of Stu¬
and scheduling them earlier, during the time
dents office will be giving out an Educational
drinkers:”
normally reserved for pre-partying, the re¬ CD-Rom: “Alcohol 101,” which is designed to
20.7%, up from 19.5%
port hopes “to pro¬
help students con¬
vide opportunities
sider some of the is¬
Percentage of students who abstain from drinking:
for meaningful social
sues that they may
19%, up from 15.6 %
interaction in non-al¬
encounter in a night
Source: Harvard School of Public Heath study
coholic settings.”
of drinking.
Also suggested
Students are
...
was an expansion of
urged to serve them¬
the intermural pro¬
selves alcohol from a
and contributing to the delinquency of a mi¬
gram into evenings
virtual bar and then
nor—are Class I misdemeanors. The penalty
and weekends, which
make choices such
for each charge is confinement for no more
has been effective at
as driving them¬
than 12 months and/or a fine of no more than
Peter
H,
Taylor,
Assistant
Bowdoin, according
selves home, or par¬
$2,500, Curtis said.
to Peter Taylor.
ticipating in a drink¬
Dean of Students
The penalties are subject to the judge’s
The 40 percent
ing game when very
discretion, she said.
rise in dorm damage
intoxicated and fac¬
Lyne was released on a $1,000 per¬
has encouraged the Administration to ad¬
ing peer pressure to continue.
sonal bond for each charge.
dress what Taylor sees as a “lack of respect
Students who cause property damage
Since the November 1997 death of
for property and common spaces.”
maybe assigned to repair the damage, or to
fourth-year College student Leslie Ann Baltz
Most upperclassmen are familiar with
more punitive work, such as cleaning every
and the May 1 release of the University-wide
By NICOLA M. WHITE
this problem, having stepped into many a bathroom in their dorm.
Task Force on Alcohol Abuse, Dean of Stu¬
ruined bathroom on a Saturday morning
On the third offense, the offender will Cavalier Daily (U. Virginia)
dents Robert T. Canevari said the University
which will remain that way until a custodian be referred to the Student Conduct Commit¬
community has become more aware of the
cleans it up on Monday morning.
tee. The College’s reasoning is that after two
(U-WIRE) CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. — In drinking problem on Grounds and therefore
The Joint Commission Report sug¬ chances are given students should get the
the early morning after a first-year woman ready to take action against alcohol policy
gests getting the house councils more in¬ message that irresponsible conduct in the
arrived at the University Hospital emergency violations.
volved in “setting community expectations,
residences cannot be tolerated.
room, police entered Page House and ar¬
“People mean business when it comes
mediating disputes, and exacting conse¬
“This is not an issue that is going to
rested first-vear student Wickliffe Sanford down to enforcing laws.” Canevari said
be resolved overnight or even m a year, saiu Lyne, Jr., charging him with possession of
quences, for peer misconduct within student
“Underage-, binge- or speed-drinking
culture.” In practice, this would involve get¬ Taylor. “It is rooted in tradition, social norms alcohol and contributing to-the delinquency needs some attention,” he said. “I would hope
and student expectation.” However, Taylor of a minor.
ting those-who made a mess in a residence
people learn from this.
to take care of it before it becomes an incon¬ stressed that “Bates is not moving to a dry
“We will pursue looking into arresting
Police officials have not yet indicated
campus.”
venience for the rest of the residents.
whether the 17-year-old woman will be those who supply alcohol to minors,” he
added.
charged with underage drinking.
dent had any connection with our chapter,
Canevari said he was sorry for the in¬
Lyne, who turns 19 next month, alleg¬
other than the fact that Chris was a member. edly provided the woman with vodka, which dividual student who was hospitalized, but
We certainly do not condone substance led to her subsequent trip to the emergency Baltz’s death “is a tragedy that no one wants
abuse, and our fraternity regularly holds room, University Police spokeswoman repeated.”
educational seminars on risk management. Kirsten L. Curtis said.
Residence Life Co-Chair Sarah CurtisSince the police investigation is underway, it
Police arrested Lyne at 1:30 a.m., about Fawley said it was too soon to comment on
would be inappropriate to comment further one hour after the first-year woman arrived the course of action resident staff will take
at this time,” the alumni association state¬ at the hospital.
against drinking in first-year dorms.
ment said.
“We are working with the staff mem¬
“When there’s a rescue call, [Univer¬
sity Police] is automatically notified,” Curtis bers in the residence hall involved” with the
Alcohol or substance abuse
incident, Curtis-Fawley said.
said.
suspected to be responsible
Lyne declined to speak on the matter.
Both charges—possession of alcohol

National Statistics on Drinking

“Dorm damage was
up 40 percent last
year this is
troublmg to the
college. ”

Police arrest U.
Virginia first-year
for supplying
alcohol to minor

U. Michigan
student dies in
friend’s home

By JENNIFER VACHININ

.

Michigan Daily (U. Michigan)
(U-WIRE) ANN ARBOR, Mich. — Sophomore
Christopher Giacherio died in Ann Arbor in
the home of a friend, said Ann Arbor Police
Department officials.
The cause of Giacherio’s death has not
yet been determined, said AAPD Lieutenant
Jim Tieman.
“He was with some friends, found in
an unresponsive state, sometime mid-morn¬
ing,” Tieman said.
Tieman said AAPD officers inter¬
viewed the individuals who were the last to
be with Giacherio before he died. The medi¬
cal examiner is conducting an autopsy, in¬
cluding toxicology tests, to determine the
cause of death.
After the friends found Giacherio, they
called 911. AAPD officers and Huron Valley
Ambulance medical personnel arrived and
checked Giacherio for signs of life, Tieman
said.
Friends of Giacherio’s said early yes¬
terday evening they did not know how
Giacherio died, but a written statement from
the Zeta Psi (Giacherio’s fraternity) alumni
association implied substance abuse was a
factor in the death.
“We offer our deepest condolences to
his family. We do not believe that this inci¬
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College limits spaces for winter
semester off-campus study
By SHAWN P. O’LEARY
Editor-in-Chief
LANE HALL - Members of the class of 2001
may find escaping Maine’s winter to study
abroad a bit challenging. In recent years the
college has seen a disproportionate number
of students opt to spend their semester
abroad during the winter months. The dis¬
crepancy has lead to crowding during the fall
months, administrators contend.
The number of students allowed to
study abroad during the winter will be
capped at 25% of the junior class. In recent
years nearly four times as many students
studied abroad during the winter semester
as did the fall. The new policy, drafted by
the Off Campus Study, Educational Policy,
and ad-hoc Enrollment Management Com¬
mittees, was outlined in the college’s annual
report to the faculty regarding off-campus
study.
“This problem has real costs,” said
Stephen Sawyer, associate dean of students.
“You can see it in commons in the fall and
winter,” he continued. “We are seeking an
average enrollment.”
In addition to the conditions at com¬

IU student falls out window
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Changes in Ladd
By JENNIFER MERKSAMER
Staff Writer
Ladd Library - Over the summer major reno¬
vations occured in Ladd Library. The
changes improve saftey and provide better
lighting and additional seating
They also bring the building into full
compliance with the Americans With Dis¬
abilities Act.
Throughout the building, better
internet access and sprinklers improve the
overall functionality of the building.
Last year the drinking fountains were
shut off due to high lead content. New, safe,
fountains were installed.
Stacks on the ground floor which were
perpendicular to one another were all turned
in the same direction. This allows students

to have easier access to them and creates
wider aisles. The change also made the base¬
ment handicapped accessible.
In addition, carpeting and a lounge
area were added in the bound periodical sec¬
tion. New periodicals were moved from the
basement to the first floor, taking the place
of the copy room, which moved to the new
balcony. Two new study rooms were also
built on the third floor.
Aside from the physical changes, the
library received a major grant from the
Mellon Foundation to work with Bowdoin and
Colby to integrate the three libraries’ cata¬
logue systems on the world wide web.
Students can also access new data¬
bases through Bates’ site on the web (http://
ladd.bates.edu), including: Alternative Press
Index; ALTA Religion Index; Black Studies
on Disc; Environmental Periodical Bibliogra¬
phy; Poem finder; Marquis Who’s Who;
Women’s Resources International and World
News Connection.
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(U-WIRE) BLOOMINGTON, Ind. — Sopho¬
more Ryan Osborne sustained a broken left
femur and minor scrapes and bruises from
falling out his second story window.
“I was fully aware of what was hap¬
pening, but I thought it was a dream,” he said.
Osborne said the severe pain associ¬
ated with a compound fracture caused him
to pass out.
“The next thing 1 remember were am¬
bulances and police officers standing around
me,” he said.
Osborne’s room is set up so his bunk
bed is right next to the wall, and although he
is 6-foot-1, he broke through the screen on
the window, he said.
“It would be just about impossible for
me to fall out the window, but it happened on

mons and residence halls, the report states
that “the imbalance between the fall and win¬
ter semesters forces Bates to delay the en¬
try of qualified students until January.” Ac¬
cording to Sawyer, approximately 150 stu¬
dents may study abroad this winter, repre¬
senting a single-year increase of 24 students^
“We could have done a lot of things to
dampen study abroad,” said Sawyer. “We
could have raised the minimum GPA [grade
point average], limit financial aid amounts
per semester, or limit the amount of approved
programs. There were a lot of things we
didn’t want to do,” he added.
Sawyer, who also oversees the off cam¬
pus study programs, cautioned that students
should not presume that the new policy will
prevent them from studying abroad. “Stu¬
dents can go away in unlimited numbers for
the year and the fall, as well as 100-plus in
the winter.”
Also new to the Bates off campus study
programs is fundingfor the new ColbyBatesBowdoin Study Abroad Program. The fund¬
ing was provided by the Andrew W Mellon
Foundation to support the consortium
through the next three years. Faculty from
all three colleges will lead study programs
in London, Ecuador and South Africa.
this occasion,” Osborne said.
Although he had been drinking earlier
in the evening, Osborne said he was sober
when he went to bed.
He will take the semester off to make
sure he heals properly from surgery.
“I’m very upset that I’m going to be
missing out on the semester,” he said. “But
I’m just glad that I’m coming through it.”
The Organization for Tropical Studies (OTS) and
Duke University offer field-oriented, science based
undergraduate semester abroad and summer
programs in Costa Rica. Students earn credit hours
in tropical ecology, environmental science and policy,
field research methods, and Spanish language and culture.
Credits may be transferred from Duke University,
m hands-on experiential learning ■ Independent field projects
■ cultural immersion ■ extended stays at remote field sites
■ home stays ■ extensive travel to diverse ecosystems
For brochure and application materials, contact
Organization for Tropical Studies. Duke University
919 684-5774* e-mail <nao@acpub.duke.edu> ■ http://www.ots.duke.edu
Application deadline for 1999 Spring semester d October 9,1998.
.^\r i
I

JL KJ

A consortium of universities providing leadership
In education, research and the responsible use of
natural resources in the tropics.
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First impressions from Milliken House
By JENNIFER GIBLIN
Style Editor
Anticipating a week of community
service, socializing with new friends, and
adj usting to college life, Maura Kelly arrived
on the Bates campus a week before classes
began to participate in the volunteering pro¬
gram offered to first-year students. That
same week, Dan Neumann hiked through
Baxter State park with the other members
of his AESOP trip. Eric Kaviar opted to come
to Bates several days later, forgoing the
pre-orientation activities to spend more time
with his girlfriend. All three students, mem¬
bers of the Class of 2002, live in Milliken
House, a first-year residence which houses
twenty-eight students and two Junior Advi¬
sors.
If anyone has walked by Milliken
House recently, he or she is sure to have
recognized some changes. Most prominent
is the fuzzy beige welcome mat that adorns
the front pathway. She may also notice that
residents often congregate on the front
porch or leave in large packs as they head
to Commons for dinner (okay, so maybe that
isn’t a change). This is a group of students
who, in only two weeks, have bonded in such
a way that each considers him or herself a
member of a “big family.” Most Milliken resi¬
dents agree with Eric, who believes, “Kids
in the dorms seem more isolated, there’s not
as much mingling. Milliken is a closer envi¬
ronment- everyone gets along and respects
each other.”
The strong opinions of these first-year
students is not limited merely to housinglife.

Having been on campus for several weeks,
they have already formed their own perspec¬
tives of Bates life, from the effectiveness of
Orientation programs to the hassle of get¬
ting into classes.
Students in Milliken House enjoyed the
college’s pre-orientation activities, AESOP
(Annual Entering Student Outdoor Program)
and the community service program. They
considered both to be great experiences, of¬
fering the opportunity to meet other
first-years in a close environment. Dan’s
group, for example, still hangs out together,
often meeting for lunch at Commons. The itin¬
erary offered during Orientation Weekend,
however, was not as well-liked. With the ex¬
ception of the speech on date-rape, programs
were viewed as boring and redundant. Still,
the students did acknowledge them to be
helpful.
The Milliken House crew had much to
say about their courses and the registration
process. Maura Kelly and Max Manikian, like
many students, had difficulty filling their
schedules with the standard four classes.
Most spots, especially in popular classes,
were already taken by registered students.
Ari Margolis wishes more classes were of¬
fered in all disciplines. She also says that art
classes are much too difficult to get into.
In general, the students were happy with
their classes. Katie Zutter states that while
some of her introductory courses seem “ri¬
diculously easy,” they are nonetheless inter¬
esting. She characterizes her other classes
as “absolutely amazing.” All agreed that their
professors seem brilliant. On the negative
side, students thought that classes might be

smaller and more discussion- oriented and
were disappointed that most 100- level
courses are quite large and primarily lecture.
The residents of Milliken House were
unanimous in their praise of the social scene.
Most have joined a variety of sports and clubs
or plan to do so. From crew to community
service, these students plan to be active and
involved. On the weekends’ they find that nu¬
merous opportunities exist to kick back have
a good time. Many appreciated that with no
fraternities, the social scene is more open,
with no pressure to drink. Eric, who prefers

smaller gatherings, observes, “Some people
seem like they’re really adjusting well but
others are just trying to go out, get drunk,
and get laid. I don’t have a problem with ei¬
ther but it just seems like a waste if that’s all
you’re trying to get out of college. It’s about
socializing not animalizing.”
The first-year students from Milliken
House are a friendly, optimistic group who
have quickly adjusted to life at Bates. Largely
satisfied with their experiences thus far, all
have a positive outlook for the upcomingyear.

Buy a classified ad from
The Bates Student
$2 gives you an opportunity to
sell any item you wish.
Contact Arthur Smith for details.

Style ♦ The Bates Student • September IK. HIM

5

Angel Cruz: insight into a nontraditional student
By JEFF GRAPPONE
Staff Writer
Angel Cruz was finishing up high school
when most of his first-year classmates were
just entering the world.
In 1985, when many first-year students
were getting ready for kindergarten, Cruz was
working as a cook in a Seattle, Wa. restau¬
rant, reading and writing in his spare time.
And while his present peers were in the
early parts of middle school, many just start¬
ing to mature Socially and bearing skin im¬
perfections, Cruz was engaged in his second
year of working in a money management firm
as a portfolio manager.
He has now joined the ranks of the class
of 2002 at Bates. Having attended the firstyear student orientation, Cruz can now be
seen all over campus: working in Ladd Li¬
brary, eating in Commons, and scurrying to
classes.
“I’m more of an enigma than anything
else,” said Cruz, who mentioned that, on av¬
erage, a couple of students a day inquire
about his matriculation here.
But why would a 36 year-old man who
has worked in the corporate caverns of Chi¬
cago and New York City, for such prestigious
firms as Merill Lynch, Salomon Brothers and
Dean Whitter, leave for the academic and re¬
flective confines of Bates College?
“I discovered I didn’t have a soul,” said
Cruz who explained that somewhere along the

line his spirit wandered away from him. For
that reason, he sold the money management
company he had founded. “I decided I
needed to change my life.”
Cruz is now working toward a differ¬
ent professional goal: to become a social ac¬
tivist in the legal arena. He talks long and
passionately about his opposition to vari¬
ous international trade agreements in which
the United States is involved, including
GATT (General Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade). After getting his Bates degree, Cruz
hopes to enroll at Harvard Law School.
Although born and reared in Chicago,
this stockbroker-turned-student now con¬
siders Olympia, Washington home. The fac¬
tors that led him to choose Bates over other
schools are the same that draw many stu¬
dents to the college.
“I wanted to go to a smaller school
with a good reputation in a rural to small
city setting,” he said, adding that the faculty-to-student ratio was also attractive.
Only three other colleges were officially on
his list.
Cruz went through all the same mo¬
tions to gain admission to Bates as his class¬
mates did, even interviewing during the in¬
famous ice storm. Although he did write
essays, he skipped the SATs, relying on the
scores he earned in high school.
Clad in blue jeans and Nike sneakers,
Cruz is slowly starting to resurrect his aca¬
demic career after eighteen years of being

out of school. “I’m still adjusting,” he said,
nervously laughing about the fact that he has
not had a paper due yet. This semester, he
is taking four courses: Introduction to Poetry,
a first- year seminar (North Woods), French
Enlightenment
and,
surprisingly,
microeconomics. Unafraid of reading and
writing, Cruz considers a double major in
philosophy and English to be a definite pos¬
sibility. “The teachers have been very sup¬
portive,” he said.
Besides his age, perhaps the biggest
difference between Cruz and fellow firstyears is the fact that he does not share his
Frye House accommodations with a room¬
mate. “I was under the impression I couldn’t
pick [a roommate],” he said, mentioning that
he filled out a housing preference form.
Cruz has found dorm life to be per¬
fectly agreeable thus far, although he did not
expect it to be as quiet as it is. And he says
he has “never been the homesick type of guy”
and isn’t now
Virginia E. Harrison, associate dean of
admissions, said that non-traditional stu¬
dents (those outside the 18-22 age range) are
not uncommon at Bates. What distinguishes
Cruz as unique is that he boards here, while
other students like him might be from the
greater Lewiston area.
“We’ve done it for a long time, so this
is not anything new,” said Harrison. She ex¬
plained that Cruz is by no means the oldest
student in the college’s history, saying that

people with full grown children have attended
Bates. According to Harrison, there are non¬
traditional students in all classes.
Aside from academics, Cruz’s top ex¬
tracurricular goal is to establish what could
be called the “Bates Political Information
Center.” Such an organization would serve
as a way for college community members to
learn more about radical political, social, and
economic arenas. For fun, he may partake
in Ultimate Frisbee and the Outing Club.
While some may wonder if this ar¬
rangement might be a little unusual, Cruz
intends on being at Bates through his col¬
lege career. “I’m here for four years,” he said.
Harrison said that the percentage of
non-traditional students who are awarded a
degree is very high.
“They’ve thought this all out, so they’re
kind of on a mission,” said Carmita L. McCoy,
director of multicultural recruitment, ex¬
plaining that students like Cruz tend to be
highly motivated with specific goals. She
believes the backgrounds of non-traditional
students add diversity to the composition of
the student body.
Cruz, like many students, will also
work a little on the side during his time here.
When he isn’t doing homework, he will con¬
tinue to serve as a financial advisor with
Capital International Securities Group.
He is the father of a 12 year-old daugh¬
ter, who Cruz describes as being, “probably
the single most beautiful thing I know of.”.

Album review: Liz Phair
By PENNI MALAXATES
Staff Writer
Chicago based singer-songwriter Liz
Phair is widely recognized as one of the first
women to draw attention to the female indie
rock scene of the early 90s. With her first al¬
bum, Exile in Guyville (Matador, 1993),
Phair brought out her frank lyrics and vibrant
guitar playing, helping to pave the way for
many other female rockers of the 90s.
Five years have passed since Phair’s
last release (Whipsmart, 1994), and in that
time Phair married and gave birth to a son.
Now
she’s
back
with
whitechocolatespaceegg, her long-awaited
third full-length album. In true Phair fashion,
Liz continues to open her heart and mind to
us through her autobiographical and candid
lyrics. Since her life now seems to revolve
around two men, her husband and son, many
of the songs on whitechocolatespaceegg
describe and ponder motherhood and the dy¬
namics of her marital relationship. (Coinci¬
dentally, it has been rumored that her son’s
bald head may have provided the inspiration
for the album’s title.)
While
listening
towhitechocolatespaceegg , one gets a feel
for the many different sides of Phair’s per¬
sonality. We see the new mother, the wildly
sexual woman, and the tumultuous riot grrl
teenager. However, whitechocolatespaceegg
remains an accessible album- most of the
softer tracks feel as if Phair herself were sit¬
ting in the same room singingyou a little story.
Her guitar squeaks with every fret change and
her voice takes on her trademark conversa¬
tional singing tone. Some of the harder, more
upbeat songs feel slightly reminiscent of
Phair’s
in Guyville days, with a little
more playfulness and pop. Despite this
pseudo-bubble gum sound, Phair’s lyrics do
not fail to provide us with enough dry humor
and curtness to keep the songs from drifting
off.
whitechocolatespaceegg explores
marriage and life with a new baby. With the
. song “Go on Ahead,” Phair admits the pres¬

sures of a new baby on the marriage. (“One
night is lovely, the next is brutal/And you and
I arc way in over our heads with this one”)
Phair does maintain a firm belief in the
strength of their marital bond with the
simple promise of “ I believe we have things
to do/ I believe in inyself, and I believe in
you.”
However, just because Phair writes
about her marriage and son with such care
and love, does not mean that she has lost
Her flare for expressing her desire for sexual
danger. With songs like, “Love is Nothing,”
“Johnny Feelgood,” and “Ride,” Phair re¬
minds us that she likes to be pushed around
now and again. In “Ride,” she croons, “sticks
and stones can break my bones/ and boys
can make me kick and moan...”
Perhaps most interesting are the
songs in which Phair seems to sort through
her premarital/pre-baby past. In “Polyes¬
ter Bride,” Phair, through the character of a
bartending friend, asks her rebellious teen¬
age self , “Do you want to be a polyester
bride?/Do you want to hang your head and
die?.../ Do you want to flap you wings and
fly away from here?” In “What Makes You
Happy,” Phair plays the role of a girl trying
to convince her mom of a new relationship,
swearing that, “this one is going to last and
all those other bastards/ were only prac¬
tice.”
This album is pure truth. Phair lays
everything out on the table and leaves the
rest up to the listener. For veteran Phair fans
as well as first-time listeners, this album
offers catchy, upbeat tunes as well as blunt
yet sincere lyrics. The songs on this album
represent the work and heart of an amaz¬
ing woman who does not disappoint her lis¬
teners. Such an expressive album leaves us
wanting more, but unfortunately we’ll all
have to wait it out.
One consolation is that the songs get better
with every spin - each time you catch an¬
other intriguing lyric or little loop. As with
her other albums, listening to it once is never
enough.
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Sports Editor

lu
Bates Football...A name synonomous
with one thing that many Bobcat fans have
become
accustomed
to
every
autumn..Xoa'mu;. The campus pincushion for
several decades now, winds of change may
finally be in store for our fabled men of the
fall. New coach Mark Harriman brings a re¬
freshingly optimistic outlook and, for the first
time, a full time training staff to this year’s
team.
“Everyone is in great shape and they
all have a great attitude toward the game,”
said Harriman. “We’re going to take it one
game at a time and play very aggressively.
Every game is important to us.”
Harriman, a native of Westbrook,
Maine and a former All-New England line¬
backer at Springfield College, is enjoying a
return to his Northern roots after serving as
defensive coordinator at Princeton and
Harvard.
He had previously cpached at U.
Maine, helping to guide the Black Bears to
an Atlantic Ten (formerly Yankee Confer¬
ence) title. His resume also boasts three Ivy
League titles, including two in three years
with Princeton. You might think he’d be in¬
terested in adding a NESCAC cup to his tro¬
phy cabinet, but it is clear that Coach
Harriman, while expecting the utmost effort
from his players, believes in a more progres¬
sive approach to success.
A perfect match for a Bates team mired
blame for that bloated points against total
in an epic slump, Harriman stresses the ba¬
goes to the offense’s failure to execute, forc¬
sics in practice and measures achievement
ing the D on the field more often, there is
in terms of gradual steps instead of just get¬
obviously a great deal of room for improve¬
ting the win.
ment. Harriman plans to implement a blitz“We are going to concentrate on fun¬
happy, rock-’em-sock-’em defensive style this
damentals and hustle this year,” said
Harriman. “You’re not going to see us lining year. With the likes of Hubbard and
Rosenthal bearing
up in thirty differ¬
down, Tufts poster QB
ent formations out
Dan
Morse
and
there. We’re just
Bowdoin’s Gold Hel¬
going to find the
met Award-winning
best plays for the
QB Hayes MacArthur
personnel that we
will be forced to think
have and watch
before trying anything
them go to work.”
shifty.
As a line¬
“Our goal is just
backer
coach,
to win some ballgames
Harriman has two
and have fun doing it,”
finely crafted tools
said Hubbard. “That
of destruction at
would shut a lot of
his disposal in the
people up. It’s hard to
’96
and
’97
walk around campus
Mark Harriman
NESCAC Defen¬
and get respect in the
sive Rookies of the
Head Football Coach
league when we go 1Year,
Frost
7. We have to prove to
Hubbard ’00 and
ourselves and to other people that we can
Bob Rosenthal ’01. Hubbard is already sing¬
win.”
ing the praises of Harriman’s “baby steps”
If Harriman continues to take it a day
approach to winning ballgames.
at a time, the wins should come. While the
“Instead of thinking about winning,
players have not yet adjusted completely to
we’re just trying to get a little better every
Harriman’s coaching style, they enjoy his
day,” said Hubbard. “Coach Harriman
carefully structured practices.
stresses a lot more technique. He’s all busi¬
“We are a lot more organized this
ness out there.”
year,” said Dan O’Connell ’99. “The focus is
Harriman now owns a defense that
on organizational skills, and the staff ech¬
allowed more points (209) than any other
oes that philosophy. We have the same prac¬
NESCAC team last season. While some of the

“We are
going to
concentrate on
fundamentals
and hustle
this year, ”
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their 22-21 loss to Bates last year, the boys
tice schedule every day, which helps to cut
from upstate won’t be coming to trick or
down injuries. We have more mental disci¬
treat. At Bowdoin (4-4) the following week¬
pline and everyone knows their role in prac¬
end, it will be the game of the year as the
tice.” Under Harriman’s system, everyone
Polar Bears attempt to pull off their first win¬
has an important place on the team, whether
ning season since 1987. The season finishes
in practice or in the heat of battle.
at home versus Trinity (5-3), which boasts
“He watches everyone on the team,”
several of the league’s top offensive linemen.
said Hubbard. “He treats everyone fairly and
It should quickly become apparent
doesn’t hesitate to criticize. Even if you’re
where Bates stands
third string you
in this pack. They
know he’s paying at¬
have a tough sched¬
tention, and if you
ule early on, which
show up late, no
should help them ad¬
matter who you are,
just to Harriman’s
you’re going to have
style before making a
to do sprints after
run at the BBC title.
practice.”
Even if Bates
Despite all of
has a bumpy begin¬
these changes in
ning to the season,
practice, it remains
they could still ben¬
to be seen how they
efit from strong
will play out under
teams
like
game time pressure
Frost Hubbard ’00
Middlebury and Trin¬
from other NESCAC
ity being ill-prepared
teams. Amherst is
for a newly focused Bates attack in the lat¬
coming off back-to-back 7-1 seasons and
ter part of the season.
looks like the early favorite to capture the
“I think physically and talent-wise we
title. Bates will get a trial by fire when they
match up with anybody in the league,” said
open against the Lord Jeffs on September
O’Connell. “We have a lot of guys returning
26th. After playing at Tufts (3-5), the ‘Cats
and a lot of experience on the field. Our goal
first homestand promises to be an ordeal.
is to be over .500. We have made strides and
First, Bates will have to fend off an assault
other teams say that we have come a long
from Williams (7-1). Then, the Luftwaffe
passing game of Wesleyan (7-1) comes to way, but it would be nice to be 5-3 instead of
1-7. With Coach Harriman helping us build a
town for Back-to-Bates Weekend. After trav¬
winning mentality, we should be able to stack
eling to Middlebury (4-4), the ‘Cats will face
up with anyone.”
Colby (0-8) on Halloween. Still haunted by

“Our goal
is just to
win some
ballgames and
have fun
doing it, ”
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Email cdonalds@bates.edu if interested.
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Danahy sets record-snapping pace for X-country season
By CAM DONALDSON
Sports Editor
Cross Country opened their season
last weekend at the Tufts Invitational, with
the men finishing3rd/8 and the women plac¬
ing 6thH. Mike Danahy ’00 won the men’s
meet in record time, rendering former team¬
mate Justin Freeman’s course record obso¬
lete by five seconds.
“I had no idea that I could go for the
record,” said Danahy. “I started the course
just tryingto stay with the leaders, but about
two miles into the race I drove it up a hill
and there was no one around me. I knew I
had opened up a hole and I just kept going.”
Danahy’s mark of 26:52.5 is an im¬
provement of 1:10 over his performance on
the 8K course last year.
“I remember hating the course last
year,” said Danahy. “There’s a couple of good
hills and the whole course is slanted. Even
after last weekend, I still don’t like it.”
As the temperature soared into the
80’s, Danahy somehow managed to battle the
course and the conditions, turning on the
retro-rockets for the final quarter mile and
racking up the first cross country win of his

collegiate career. In the process, Danahy These days, instead of dwelling on what could
blew away three runners ranked in last have happened last year, he’s smashing
year’s national top ten, including Matt Twiest records held by an Olympic skier, Justin
’00, who finished 12th with a time of 28:14.
Freeman ’98.
“Mike was running against some great
“I have to thank my teammates and
competition, but his sheer strength just took coaches for this,” said Danahy. “1 thank them
over,” said Coach A1
for their camaraderie
Fereshetian. “He
and for being there in
was basically run¬
workouts. Without a
ning off of the
team to share your
strength gained
accomplishments
from his summer
with, nothing really is
workouts. He ran
great. My goal this
80-85 miles every
year is to help us
week over the sum¬
make Nationals as a
mer and he’s
team.”
brought energy and
Bates appears
excitement to the
to be prepped for a
start of the season.”
solid run at the
Danahy ap¬
Mike Danahy ’00
postseason, finishing
peared poised to
on the heels of Tufts
break into the big
(8th) and Brandeis
time last year at the New England Division (2nd), both teams that are ranked in the top
III Championships, where he entered as the ten nationally. With a 1-2 punch of Danahy
#1 seed and finished 4th despite breaking and Twiest and sufficient depth to see eight
his foot in the middle of the race. At one point, different runners finish in Bates’ top five in
he hobbled back to 6th place, only to sprint the last two meets, the ‘Cats are a team on
past two runners in the last 600 meters. the verge of a breakthrough at the national

“Without a team
to share your
accomplishments
with, nothing
really is great. ”

level.
“It’s still early in the season and we’re
just getting into the swing of things,” said
Fereshetian. “The veterans have been setting
the tempo and the freshmen have just started
catching up. We have the tools to work with
and we did very well against nationally
ranked teams last weekend. I anticipate that
we will get much better between now and the
state championships.”
The women’s team is still trying to get
in gear, placing a disappointing 6th in last
week’s meet. This is not the same squad we
saw finish second in the state meet last year,
where they captured the BBC title. A team
notorious for turning it on in the clutch, we
may never know what they are truly capable
of until Bates hosts the state meet on Octo¬
ber 10th. Adelia Myrick ’99 was Bates’ top
performer last weekend, finishing 20th with
a time of 21:11.6.
“We are definitely looking ahead to bet¬
ter races,” said Myrick. “This meet was a
good starting point for the team to get moti¬
vated and get back into it. We are really fo¬
cusing on the state meet right now. That will
be a big race because we are hosting it and
we need to do well.”

’catscratches
By CAM DONALDSON
Sports Editor

You heard it from us first: Bates
Volleyball (4-1) is the must-see
team of the fall season. Last
weekend, they served up three
wins over NYU, Trinity and
Wesleyan to capture the Trinity
Invitational Championship and
followed that performance with a
commanding 3-0 squelching of
UMF (2-1). At Trinity, Kate
Hagstrom (107 assists) and Carly
Dell’Ova ’00 were All-Tournament
selections and Amanda Colby ’00
(42 kills) packed heavy gear on
the front line. The hard-driving,
spike-slamming action comes to
Alumni Gym this Friday and Sat¬
urday for the Bates Round Robin
(6:00
Fri,
10:00
a.m.
Sat)...Women’s Soccer (1-1)

came out firing on all cylinders Soccer (1-0) was sharp in their
against Norwich (2-3) last week¬ opener against UMF (1-1) last
end, trampling them in a 2-1 af¬ Wednesday, scoring six goals in a
fair in which Bates outshot the game for the Jirst time since 1996
visiting team by
and allowing a
a 28-6 margin.
paltry
four
shots, with only
Junior Kate
Andy Apstein VO
one of those
O’Malley’s 28th
chewed turf
finding
the
and 29th career
in this one,
back of the net.
goals were all
Andy Apstein
the ‘Cats would
collecting his
’00 chewed turf
need to school
first career
in this one, col¬
the
Cadets.
hat trick, while Eric lecting his first
Last Wednes¬
career
hat
day, however,
Trickett ’99 added
trick, while
O’Malley and
three
helpers.
Eric Trickett
her teammates
’99 added three
failed to find
net, losing 2-0 to Wellesley (2-0), helpers. They face Middlebury on
the lOth-ranked team in New En¬ Saturday at l:00...Bowdoin
gland. They take on Middlebury played their customary role of
this Saturday at 12:00...Men’s spoiling a landmark occasion for

Bates by shutting down the Field
Hockey team in last week’s ac¬
tion by a score of 3-0 in new coach
Wynn Hohlt’s first game behind
the bench. Bates came out strong,
but could not keep the momentum
from shifting in favor of the Polar
Bears at crunch time. The
Middlebury game starts at 1:00 on
Saturday.

22 days until
the football
home
opener...
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Sammy’s special sauce: better than Big Mac?
By MATT MEYERS

between him and McGwire.
As the race thickened, the attention fo¬
cused upon McGwire intensified. Stadiums
Of all the major sports, none is more that were normally about as crowded as
infatuated with numbers than baseball. Joe Capitol Hill after Ken Starr passes out
DiMaggio’s 56-game hitting streak, Hank subpeonas, were filled to capacity just be¬
Aaron’s 755 career home runs. Hack Wilson’s cause for McGwire’s batting practice. He
190 R.B.I. season. However, no number has was greeted with standing ovations wherever
had more significance in baseball than 61. he went. One stadium demanded that he give
It was, prior to last week, the record for the a curtain call. The media hounded him re¬
most home runs hit in one season, set by lentlessly and there were press conferences
Roger Maris in 1961. It has been the mea¬ that would make Mike McCurry jealous held
sure of power in baseball, a status symbol, for him almost daily . The Other Guy, how¬
the true measure of manliness in the “great ever, got none of this. He just continued to
American pastime.”
wallop home runs at an astonishing pace.
Until 1994, the record had not been Always helping his team, but always the sec¬
threatened since it was set. This season, ond story on Sportscenter.
three men emerged to seriously challenge the
The big day came on September 8th,
record. There was the favorite, Mark when Mark McGwire finally hit his 62nd
McGwire, the threat, Ken Griffey Jr., and The home run. It was the most exciting thing to
Other Guy. McGwire was the favorite be¬ happen in baseball since Cal Ripken Jr. broke
cause of his 58 home runs last season, while Lou Gehrig’s record for consecutive games
Griffey finished with a more than respectable played. The game was halted, and everyone
56. McGwire and Griffey each started the on the field came out to congratulate Big Mac.
’98 season strongly and the chase was on In fact, one of the first people to congratu¬
from opening day. It seems that their home late him was The Other Guy, who happened
run pace was being compared to Maris’s al¬ to be playing right field against the Cardi¬
most from the beginning of the season.
nals that night.
Then, a funny thing happened...The
In case anyone is wondering, The
Other Guy came out of nowhere. He hit an Other Guy is the Chicago Cubs’ slugger
astonishing 22 homers in the month of June Sammy Sosa who, until this year, was con¬
and suddenly his hat was thrown into the sidered an above-average power hitter who
ring. However, there was no one who saw struck out too much to rack up impressive
The Other Guy as a serious contender. It was home run totals. In the six days following
thought that he would soon fade into the dog McGwire’s feat, Sosa hit five home runs and
days and his record month of homers would tied McGwire, who had since upped the ante
be nothing more than a memory once again, with 63 home runs this season. Now,
McGwire broke the record that mattered' we ask ourselves: why was there such a dis¬
most. However, it was The Other Guy who parity in the amount of attention that each
was keeping pace while Griffey fell behind of these men received?
in what was supposed to be a two-horse race
Many McGwire supporters are fond of

Staff Writer

saying “McGwire gets walked more than any¬
one else in baseball, making his accomplish¬
ments that much more impressive.” Granted,
Big Mac has walked an astonishingl 54 times
this season, while Sosa has only received 68
free passes. On the flip side, Sosa should
not be looked down upon for being more ag¬
gressive at the plate. He has 186 hits com¬
pared to McGwire’s 139. Sosa also has a
batting average that is 0.17 points higher
than McGwire’s. Sosa has 14 more RBI’s and
has scored more runs. So, despite all the
walks that McGwire has received, it has not
translated into runs scored.
For most people, the biggest issue in
comparing the two sluggers is the very popu¬
lar home runs per at bat ratio. McGwire’s is
an amazing one home run every 7.5 times at
bat. Sosa, for all his glory, averages just one
home run every 9.6 at bats. The reason for
the disparity in at bats is that a walk does
not count as an at bat. However, the major¬
ity of casual baseball fans do not realize this
statistical detail. To most people, an at bat
is an at bat regardless of whether you walk,
strike out, or hit a home run. On top of this,
McGwire does not have to worry about fail¬
ing to be productive. People are paying to
see him swing for the fences. After a
McGwire home run, the next most exciting
thing is a McGwire miss. As Cardinal an¬
nouncer Jack Buck put it, “Honestly, [the
fans] rather he strike out than single.” Sosa,
on the other hand, is performing under the
pressure of the wild card race. His at bats
not only affect his standing in the home run
race, but also the standing of his team.
The question arises of why there has
been so much attention for McGwire, while
Sosa has, in comparison, toiled in anonym¬
ity. While I hate to bring this up, it must be

pointed out that Sosa is not exactly the “allAmerican boy.” This is not to imply that we
live in a racist society. However, Americans
love the fact Mark McGwire is a well-broughtup, well-spoken Irish boy with an Opie-like
quality to him. It has also been widely publi¬
cized that McGwire has given millions of dol¬
lars to children’s charities and that he has a
son who is a Cardinal’s batboy with whom
he shares a wonderful relationship. It is not
wrong of the American people to be infatu¬
ated with McGwire and his run for the record.
But it seems that there would be even more
interest in Sosa because we know so little
about him.
Despite the adoration Big Mac has also
had some controversy. After McGwire was
found to be using androstenedione, a test¬
osterone-producing pill banned by the NFL,
NCAA and IOC, one might have expected to
see some anti-McGwire backlash. However,
this has not been the case. In fact, it seems
that the issue of his using the drug is now
only an afterthought.
Still, why is there no interest in Sosa?
They are both attempting the same feat. You
can talk all you want about home runs per at
bat. 63 home runs is 63 home runs. As long
as you do it within one season, it doesn’t
matter how you do it. Sosa has done every¬
thing that McGwire has done, and he has
done it for a successful team.
After years and years of waiting, base¬
ball fans have finally gotten what they
wanted: a new single season home run king.
In fact, they were blessed with two, two slug¬
gers who have now raised the bar to 64 home
runs. There are two great stories that are
happening but, unfortunately, we only seem
to be hearing about one.
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Forum
From a faraway place called home, to Bates
First Year writer examines his joys and fears coming from his home in Nepal to Lewiston
accepted! My face changed for a big smile
and I unknowingly shouted from my room
“Mom, yeah, I’ve done it mom! I am going to
Three weeks ago, when anyone in Bates.” That was the day when I had felt the
highest level of hap¬
Nepal would ask me,
piness.
“Aren’t you going to
Now when 1
miss your home?” 1
called my mom to¬
used to say, “I don’t
day, she still had
know my exact feel¬
that bright happi¬
ings, I am excited,
ness but still I could
that’s it!” I had never
see in her voice that
thought that I would
something is miss¬
be missing my home,
ing for her. Some¬
my mom, and my
one, who should
room so much. I
have been sitting
found out that hard
■with her on the bal¬
truth after coming to
cony and talking
the other part of the
about the future
world, far away from
while looking at the
my home, Bates.
faraway stars. That
I still distinctly
someone is missing.
remember that day
Flying from Nepal to
back in April, when I
the United States
was just coming in
had not been a great
the house and my
time. It was the long¬
father’s voice came
est flight of my life.
from somewhere,
Literally, I was going
“Hey, Sameer! You’ve
to
the opposite part
got a letter from
of the world. It is a
Bates. It has some¬
common saying in
thing to do with your
Nepal that if some¬
application.”
ormo
a
o
mo
ooooort
OA^IK/l/V/M/L/
lJKJ
I I V VKJ U U/
•
one drills a hole in
I couldn’t wait
the ground, he will
to hear the end of
reach the United
that sentence, as I
States.
was impatient to
However, I couldn’t drill a hole so I had
know the climax. I ran to my room. I held the
letter with my trembling fingers and opened to go through two countries to reach Bates.
it slowly to find the secret behind it. I was Although I’ve reached here safe and sound, I

By SAMEER RAJ MASKEY,
Staff Writer

Now when I called
my mom today, she
still had that bright
happiness but still I
could, see in her voice
that something is
missing for her.
Someone, who should
have been sitting
with her on the
balcony and talking
about the future
while looking at the
faraway stars. That

had an unlucky beginning of the whole jour¬
ney. With three pieces of my luggage placed
on a rolling cart, I slowly crossed the visi¬
tors' bar and headed forward. I could see
far away my friends and family waving their
hands, who were
barely visible. I was
alone going farther
and farther from my
strong protection.
Now, I was on my
own. With expecta¬
tions that I would be
flying in the next few
hours I went to the
ticket counter. To my
great disdain, I
found out, there in
the airport, that my
flight had been can¬
celed because of the
Northwest Airlines’
strike. I could hardly
bear the news. The
world was upside
down for me. I just
didn’t know what
should I be doing
next. I was really
nervous. I hadn’t
come out of that fear
when someone came
and took me to the
office of the airline.
They had already ar¬
ranged a flight with another airline for me.
“Thank god! 1 will reach Bates on time,” I
whispered to myself with relief. But another
problem was waiting for me of which I had

no idea.
When people are different, ideas can
be different. Likewise, when the airline is
changed I never expected the rules would
also change. The airline in which 1 was sup¬
posed to fly would let
me carry a big back¬
pack but now the
new airline crews
were not letting me
take that same
handbag. They just
warned me straight,
‘If you want to go,
find any means to
make the backpack
small. ‘How in the
world is that pos¬
sible?’ In the middle
of the airport, I was
alone asking that
question to myself
again and again. I
had no idea except
leaving behind the
backpack.
But the black
cloud showed a sil¬
ver lining and my
problem took a dif¬
ferent turn. An
American citizen
whom I didn’t know
at all came and
started talking to
me. This guy had stayed in Nepal for a long
time and he wanted to make new Nepali

If someone comes
and asks me, 'Hoiv is
it? Then my answer
would be \It's
different. But living
in this different life
is giving me its own
charm and challenge
which is making me
feel better. With the
days passing by, I
am loving this place
and people out here
more and more.

Continued on Page 10

How Bates Rates
Torchier Lamps

Gravest lamp crisis yet to grip us here at Bates. Thank
God we can spend extra $$ buying "safer" replacement
bulbs.

|

i

Students have to scream for months to get handicapp
Stairway to Ladd Terrace

access sped up all over campus, but fifth way made to get
to the library terrace is built over the summer. Redundant,
expensive, and fairly useless? Naaaaaa.

Ladd Library 1998

Social vibe of first floor copy room area changed for good.
Overall though, Ladd's lookin' extra fine.

Puddle Landscaping

Much needed face lift to Lake Andrews creates great
spaces for all sorts of academic pursuits... like making-out
and sun bathing.

Color Enhancements to Student

Wistful! chief editor Shawn; "Someday we'll feel like the
New York Times... someday..."

>
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From Nepal to the U.S. in one leap

Editorial

Continued from Page 9

Last Gall
As Bates enters another academic year, and students scramble
about the campus in search of a kegger, we are reminded yet again
that college life typically involves excessive drinking. Experimen¬
tation with alcohol has become an unavoidable reality for nearly all
college students; it is one of the myriad of learning curves that ev¬
ery college student faces outside of the classroom. Experimenta¬
tion, however, is not the problem: rampant and flagrant abuse of
alcohol is.
It is an unavoidable reality that the abuse of alcohol has a sig¬
nificant negative impact upon the Bates campus. One need look no
further than a dormitory bathroom on a Sunday morning to assess
its impact. Simply put, the excesses of one student has the poten¬
tial to impact all of those living within their proximity.
It is a matter of maturity and responsibility. We College stu¬
dents, as a group, have consistently failed to show that we can drink
responsibly. Whether it be a broken banister, a trip to the health
center or a more tragic example such as the deaths at MIT and
Louisiana State University, college drinkers repeatedly show the
rest of the nation that we just cannot handle our liquor.
Yet we whine incessantly when the State of Maine enforces
alcohol laws on campus, or when Bates beefs-up its alcohol policy.
These changes are not an infringement upon our rights to drink
or party. They represent an effort to secure the rights of others who
would prefer not to wade through vomit on the way to the shower,
walk across a beer-soaked carpet and pay for the holes in a wall left
by someone who takes great pride in the density of his skull.
So there you have it — our last call to Bates. Not for another
drink, but rather for the gumption to act with accountability.
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friends. After talking for sometime he
found I had this problem and he just virtu¬
ally jumped to help me. He got my backpack
and took it in his name assuring me I can get
it back in United States. I didn’t know how
much should I believe him but I did believe
him and in the end he became the blessed
hand to save me.
The total flight was said to be around
24 hours but for me every hour was like a
day. I couldn’t sleep properly, nor could I rest.
I was like a newly hatched fish moving on
my seat from side to side. Anyway I managed
to stay calm and sleep for a bit. A crackling
voice of the pilot woke me up. I peeped out
from the window. The humming sound of air¬
plane was still there. There was early
morning’s sunlight on the horizon. It was
early morning in Los Angeles.
I looked down wondering if I was be¬
low the clouds and indeed I was. There was
the city, Los Angeles, with cars looking like
small toys, running on the straight highways,
small pools were looking like small pieces of
paper scattered over a notice board, woods
were widespread. This was the first time I
ever saw the United States and the first thing
I felt was, ‘IT IS DIFFERENT, IT IS FLAT!’
Though I missed the connecting flight
in New York because of the flight delay, I was
finally flying above Portland, Maine. The sky
was clear. I could distinctly make out the mul¬
ticolored motorboats running in the water.
‘Oh! There is the graveyard, I whispered
when I saw small white dots on the ground
bounded within a faint line. I haven’t seen a
graveyard in Nepal because dead bodies are
burned there. I was in relief that soon I would
be at Bates. With the airplane landing on
Portland airport, I tried to forget everything
that had happened. I didn’t have to fly any
more. I was happy.
Cars are driven so fast out here. I had
heard about that but never experienced it
and that amused me while I was finally ar¬
riving at Bates, by road. “BATES COLLEGE,
1855”-1 saw carved in the stone.

I have always loved to stay in a place
where I can see the sky from my room’s win¬
dow. I found that in Bates. More than that,
with outstretched green ground and trees
lined along the streets made the place look
like a well-maintained garden. I could see
squirrels hopping around the pavement and
Bates won my heart in an instant. “Yes! This
is the place I was looking for!”
Indeed, physically people were differ¬
ent here but it didn’t matter much to me be¬
cause everyone was so friendly -something
which I had never imagined. My fear that I
might not be able to have friends soon disap¬
peared when I found myself shaking hands
and playing new games like hackysack with
my new friends. I was assured that I could
live here for the next four years and I found
out the truth: Any human can understand any
other human’s feelings even though two
might be of a different origin and from a dif¬
ferent place.
Until a few days ago, I would pass by
my friends just smiling, and when some
would ask me “What’s up?” I didn’t know how
to answer that. But now my friends have
taught me the secret answer of that ques¬
tion and that is ‘Not Much.’ I don’t feel easy
saying that now because I always have so
many things to do and I still say the same
answer- ‘Not Much’-because I haven’t found
a short answer to explain how much work I
have. Anyway, I have also learned to ask the
question, ‘What’s up?’, when I meet some¬
one
Things have changed a lot in three
weeks time. I am in completely different
world with different people speaking a dif¬
ferent language. If someone comes and asks
me, ‘How is it? Then my answer would be
‘It’s different’. But living in this different life
is giving me its own charm and challenge
which is making me feel better. With the days
passing by, I am loving this place and people
out here more and more. After living here for
15 days I have learned a different way to say
Bates is great. Now, I would say, “BATES IS
WICKED AWESOME.”

So you’re wondering who, where,
lifiw and inavhp pvpii whv at

Bates?
Try the Student Handbook.
(you know, the green floppy book with everybody’s
prom picture you check cute strangers out in)
It’s more than just the facebook.
Everything from what ean save yon (Emergency
resources, pages 20-21) to what can get you expelled
(pages 22-23).

As the section name suggests, the opinion pages of The Student are intended to be an
open forum for the community. To this end, we invite our readers to contribute to it.
Letters to the Editor must be received at 7 p.m. on Wednesday if they are to be consid¬
ered for publication in the Friday issue. All letters must be signed, but under special
circumstances the newspaper may withhold names upon request. People may de¬
liver single-spaced, typed letters to 224 Chase Hall, or mail them to The Bates Stu¬
dent, 309 Bates College, Lewiston, ME 04240. They may also submit letters on a 3.5inch computer disk, or by e-mail to jconnors@abacus.bates.edu.
The Bates Student reserves the right not to print letters, and to edit letters for length
and clarity. Letters listing multiple authors must be signed by each author. Letters
determined to be malicious or deceitful in their intent will not be published.
Additional postal correspondence can be mailed to the above address.
Reach The Bates Student by telephone at (207) 795-7494, or by fax at (207) 786-6035.
Subscription rates are $25 for the academic year, or $15 per semester. Checks should
be made payable to The Bates Student.

off the mark

by Mark Parisi
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Textbook pricing defined; beyond the cost
By JOHN CONNORS
Forum Editor
Let’s talk about irony. There is some¬
thing mildly ironic about paying thirty thou¬
sand dollars to go to Bates College, and then
having your summer savings gouged out by
book prices a week after returning. Makes
you wonder why you bother saving it in the
first place doesn’t it? If you’re interested in
this, then you’ve felt the pain, just like I have,
of being ravaged by the book pricing god, one
semester or another.
Ever paid two hundred dollars for a
single book? Everybody in Paleontology this
semester has. The only bright side to their
happy position is that their two hundred dol¬
lar book is the only book they must buy for
that class.
But if you’ve ever blamed the book¬
store for your financial devastation, you may
be directing anger at the wrong place. The
truth is they’re just as concerned with the
high costs as we are. In fact, they try very
hard to get us used copies of texts and to
offer the lowest margins for those seventy
dollar biology books, forty five dollar French
workbooks, and those (grrrr) ninety dollar
math texts.
So who can we growl at about these
prices?The costs associated with our texts
don’t really come from the bookstore so much
as they come from some curiously difficult
obstacles put in the way of the bookstore’s
attempts to getting students cheaper, used,
books. Those obstacles,
plus the original net
costs from publishers,
are basically what cause
these pricing levels.
One way to under¬
stand how the bookstore
comes up with their pric¬
ing is to talk about their
‘margins.’ A margin in
this case refers to the
lowest total cost the
bookstore can charge
after it takes care of ex¬
penses such as shipping
costs, the costs to hold
books in inventory all semester, shipping on
any book returns, and overhead such as staff
salaries.
“What we’re proud of here at the book¬
store is that we use one of the lowest (if not
the lowest) margins in the industry,” said
Sarah Potter Director of the bookstore. “We
operate on a break even basis. The college
has never said to us; We need you guys to
make a profit.’ Instead, our mission has al¬
ways been to get textbooks into the hands of
students at the lowest possible price.” The
Bates College Bookstore therefore operates

with a textbook margin of 23%, while most
of their peer institutions operate at 25% or
higher.
After figuring for all that, the bookstore
adds their lowest margin to the ‘net’ cost
charged to them by the publisher. So how
does the publisher’s net costs get figured?
The costs break down roughly like this; 43%
goes towards the publisher’s productions
costs (editing, printing, overhead), another
19% goes towards the publishers marketing
costs, 16% goes towards the author’s in¬
come,12% goes to the publisher’s general and
administrative costs (offices, staff), andlO%
goes to the publisher’s income.
1 want to believe that these publishers
aren’t taking advantage of our dependance
on textbooks, that their costs for publishing
to such a relatively small market of consum¬
ers (like college students) are justified, but
such vague expenses make me wonder. “ 10%
publisher’s income?” I know which industry
I might look for a job in after graduating.
I’m beginning to think that publishers
aren’t evil, but they might be a just a little
too capitalistically ‘ingenious.’ Take for in¬
stance the dubious use of new “editions.”
Imagine a text that everybody from your Jun¬
ior Advisor to your mom has a copy of, but is
printed just slightly different this year. Usu¬
ally it’s not different in any significant way,
but just enough so that the page numbers in
your syllabus are all off and your professor
is convinced that the fate of the world rests
on your getting the exact edition they have.

Publisher's General and
Administrate
12%

Publisher Income
10%

Publisher's Marketini
costs
19%

Publisher's Paper, Printing,
and Editorial costs
43%

The publishers net costs (averaged in the graphic above) come long before the bookstore considers its smaller margin
(23% overall )into the price. Source: Association of American Publishers and National Association of College Stores.

and textbooks.
On the other hand though, I’m sure
we’ve all run into at least one situation where
a good book pricing reality check might do a
Professor some good. My girlfriend couldn’t
use her copy of Charles Dickens’s David
Coppcrfield this semester because the pro¬
fessor demanded that she get the edition with
illustrations.
Huh?
So the lesson from all of this is that
next time you find yourself in line at the store,
grumbling and throwing mean looks at the
people at the register, consider they may not
be the ones you should lynch. Maybe you
should save all that ire for the people who
determine those interestingly ‘vague’ net
prices they give the bookstore to work with.

Hence you’re perfectly good, but older, edi¬
tion must be replaced with the costly new
one.
Another questionable selling method
publishers sometimes employ is the use of
‘packages.’ Packages are most easily de¬
scribed as books with additional components
sold with them (study guides for example).
In an interview with LK Gagnon, Textbook
Manager at the bookstore, I found out that
this is just one of the obstacles to her getting
students significantly cheaper used books
(used books are always 25% less than new).

LK told me; “...when publisher repre¬
sentatives convince professors to adopt
“packages” (books shrink wrapped with
supplementary materials), I often can’t get
used packages... I can occasionally get used
editions of all components of a package, but
not very often. An example of this is the Mu¬
sic 102 text this semester. The text comes
alone, or packaged with a set of 4 CDs. The
CDs are NOT sold separately. This forces the
students to pay for a new book in order to
get the CDs.”
->
Publishers aren’t the only obstacle,
though. One practice we
can grumble to profes¬
sors about is timing.
Next time you hand in a
paper late, ask a professor if they’ve ever
handed in requests to
the bookstore late.
Lateness doesn’t just
impact grades, as it
turns out it can hurt the
wallet too. LK Gagnon
told me; “The third ob¬
stacle with ordering
used books is that when
I receive late book re¬
quests from professors, it is frequently too
late to order used books. For example, one
professor this semester got his order to me
in late August (the deadline was May first).
When I called the used book dealers to order
texts for their classes, every single book was
out of stock. Other colleges had simply
beaten me to the punch.”
I don’t blame the professors too much
though. It’s their job to teach using these
texts. These are the only tools they ask us to
use. LK told me she’s happy in that most Pro¬
fessors respect the cost issue for students

lege is the best time you’ll ever have: that
thrilling synapse in life when everything is
laid out on the table awaiting curious discov¬
ery. And each one of us might find something
different, they say, but the journey will be the
same. The journey is everything. And as
all long, difficult
journeys begin with
a single step, I think
college is just one
more step moving us
down our individual
paths to that light at
the end of the tun¬
nel. It’s all we can
do, as scared kids in
a new place, to hope
that that light
doesn’t just lead us
to another tunnel.
Maybe it does,
maybe it. doesn’t.
But that’s not where
I am right now, so I
don’t care. Right now, I’m busy performing
an evolutionary juggling act with Plato in one
hand and an apple juice box in the other.
See, I think college is actually more ex¬

tension that transformation. An extension
of my knowledge. An extension of my expe¬
rience. An extension of myself. And any
transformation that occurs within happens
because that change
has been screaming
to come out and only
now has found its
voice. It was the me
I’d always wanted
to be. As time has
progressed, I feel I
know less and less of
who I really am. Per¬
haps that is because
I’m discovering more
and more. Maybe
that’s why I really
came here. Why did
you?
The one cer¬
tainty I do know is
that college is a
breeding ground for
learning. Whether it be the philosophy of
Aristotle or the influence of my own inner
strength. College is chicken soup for the
mind. That is why I can feel okay about

writing these personal thoughts, knowing
they will be in the newspaper, knowing my
words will open me to the scrutiny of my
peers. A breakthrough. Breakdown?
Breakthrough.
So as we find
ourselves free-fall¬
ing into the abyss of
the excitingly un¬
known, I think to
myself, “Fall. Fall
and see where it
takesyou. It just
might be a better
place than the point
of which you jumped
off.” And maybe
that’s what college is
all about. A journey
into both the internal
and the external of
ourselves. Anot-sosubtle way to dis¬
cover who we really
are. And that great moment of awesome re¬
alization comes not when we arrive, but when
we take flight. Then again, I could be wrong.
I am just a freshman.

Ever paid
two hundred dollars for a single book?
Everybody in Paleontology this semester
has. The only bright side to their happy
position is that their two hundred dollar
book is the only book they must buy for
that class.

By Meredith Rice
Staff Writer
Settling into the Bates experience, fresh
off the boat from Texas, I look around anx¬
iously for some sign of a dramatic revela¬
tion. After all, this is
college! I’ve made it!
All of those tedious
years before have led
up to this moment.
So where are the life¬
changing realiza¬
tions? Where is that
overwhelming feeling
of something new
and great? It has
quickly become evi¬
dent to me, that there
will be no striking
wave of emotional
thought. The nostal¬
gia of my childhood is
not melting away to
give room for the mysterious nuances un¬
doubtedly hovering in my future.
I cannot feel old, nor can I feel young.
Not that I ever could, really. People say col¬

Author Income
16%

Right now, Tm
busy performing an
evolutionary
juggling act with
Plato in one hand
and an apple
juice box in
the other.

Frustrated
with getting that
issue out into
the open? Forum
is a one way to
make your voice
heard.
Submit letters and editorials
to John Connors
(Jconnors@abaeus.bates.edu)

And maybe
that's what college
is all about. A
journey into both
the internal and the
external o f ourselves.
A not-so-subtle way
to discover who we
really are.
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Question on the Quad
What should all first-years avoid?

“The ‘Anything for a Buck’ party.”

“Those dirty hippies.”

“The small room and Frye Street.”

“Commitment and jail.”

Laura Sundstrom ’99

Jon Schultz ’99

Unyi Agua ’01

Adam Cohen ’99
and Peter Mason ’00

Reported by John Nesbitt • Photos by John Nesbitt

Beware: Q on the Q is looking for you

(not in credit cards)
Introducing the New American
Express Credit Card for Students.
Live for today.
Build for tomorrow.
The New American Express Credit
Card for Students is a resource you
can depend on. With benefits like big
airfare savings, free credit information,
and no annual fee, it'll help you get the
most from your student years — and
help you build a solid financial
foundation for the future.
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